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N TIMES of war our country has been in difficulty many times but we have survived
as a nation because when danger has threatened we have had the good sense to set
aside internal differences, close our ranks and present a united front to the aggressor

The dangers which now face us all cry out for a resurgence of these qualities because
potentially these dangers, although more subtle in origin, represent a threat as serious
as that from any aggressor. The pressures from within as well as outside our society do
not only bring the risk of economic chaos but in addition threaten the very roots of our
way of life and the survival of democracy as we know it. We must, as a people, find the
right answer. The penalty of failure is unthinkable.

We can perhaps best help now by each making a positive contribution to the good
things which integrate society and do not divide it. We should as a people place our con-
sciences on trial more frequently and consider carefully the possible consequences of our
individual and collective actions. Above all, the time may now be overdue for those who
believe in our way of life to nail their colours to the mast.

The sombre background against which I write this message does not diminish in any
way my sincere wish that Christmas will be a good one for all of you. I hope, however,
that you might find a little time to think on these things because the happiness and well-
being of our families in all the Christmases to follow are linked inseparably with them.





















Experimental or fringe theatre was division 3.
This was carried out in a variety of places and re-
quired quite a bit of understanding.

The fourth division was the theatre workshop,
concentrating on children and education, and was
normally a part of Rep. In Crewe they had such a
group in which actors performed in schools and
children came to the theatre to act.

Theatres abroad

In his travels, Mr. Savage had observed theatres
in other lands. The French had culture houses,
large complexes containing two theatres, art gallery,
library, etc.

In eastern Europe he visited a town about the
size of Crewe which had three theatres, one for
ballet, one for opera and one for actors. The groups
of artists were larger than in Britain. The state
maintained a company of 30 to 40 for each.

In the United States the theatre was totally com-
mercial, and playwrights had difficulty in staging
productions.

British theatre, he considered the best in the world
for actors, although it is struggling through lack of
funds. There is also a lack to good writers and there
are very few modern plays of quality making social
comment, there is too much nostalgia.

Acting was an overpopulated profession. We had
many good actors in this country who had to leave

Delegates take their seats at the start of the very well attended
Mid-Cheshire meeting.

Left, Mr. K. S.
Leach with Mr.
D. Hodgetts.

Right, Mr. H.
Allman talks
with Mr. N.
Kenyon.

the profession through lack of work. Actors or
average earned only £25 per week and there were
70/75 % out of work at any given time.

At Crewe, Mr. Savage was gradually changing
the image of the theatre and hoping for expansion.
He advocated the use of the buildings for more
activities, the theatre should be the centre of a
complex for all forms of live entertainment.

After thanking Mr. Savage, Mr. Trimble invited
questions from the floor. These included queries
about ventilation and noise levels at Macon Way
and the reading of industrial meters plus an appeal
for assistance in setting up a retired employees
club.

The formal business of the evening being com-
plete, tables were cleared from the dance floor and
the loudspeakers boomed out music compered by
Mr. Norman Kenyon from Head Office presenting
his ‘‘Sealand Sound!’’
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Time to
dance—and
one lucky K
fellow gets ™ 3
two
attractive
partners.
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friends at work, and was generally accepted as one
of the lads. Qutwardly he was content, but under-
neath this facade there was a yearning—a ‘hiraeth’
that was almost a sickness to be back amongst the
mountains of Cwm Bach. The flat featureless
landscape that is Bootle was anathema to his soul.
More and more often, especially in his cups, he
would talk to me about going back there to live
when he retired. ‘‘Back to where I belong. That’s
where my heart is—that’s where I belong.”” One day
when I tentatively suggested that he might meet up
with some nice girl and settle down in Bootle he
snarled *‘Don’t make me laugh, boyo, I wouldn’t
touch another one of those with a Bootle bargepole.
Know what? When I'm dead and buried, I’ll haunt
their whole ruddy tribe.”’

I was away on holiday when it happened. It seems
he had more than his usual to drink that Saturday
night. He staggered from the Mersey Arms, tottred
along the pavement, then stepped right under the
wheels of a bus. He was cremated at Bootle Crema-
torium. I was shocked, and called around as soon
as I could to sympathise with Eleri Taylor, his sister.
“‘Poor Willie,”> she wept ‘‘He wanted so badly to
return to Cwm Bach. Now all that remains is in that
urn on the sideboard.”’

The Group Manager and I called to see Eleri.
Tactfully he explained his mission. She wouldn’t
believe it. Why, her Willie wouldn’t hurt a fly let
alone frighten women. Together we persuaded her
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to accompany us to Bridle Road. We let her go
into the ‘Loo’ by herself. A few of the girls had
volunteered to go with her, but she wouldn’t have
it. She was in there a good ten minutes, and we were
on the point of sending someone to get her, when
she walked out. Her eyes were misty, but there was
a faint smile on her lips. ‘‘You’re right of course
It’s him—no mistake.”’ Turning to me she said
I think that’s a good idea of yours Harry. I’m sure
it’s what he would have wished.”’

A few days later a small convoy of us—the
Board’s representatives, a few of his close friends
and family, wended our way from Merseyside to
the hills of Cwm Bychain. There we were met by
the remainder of his family and their Minister. We
proceeded to the highest peak of the local hills,
known—ironically—as ‘‘Big William,”’ and there,
where the winds whistle from the four corners of
the earth, we scattered his ashes. With the words
‘¢ Ashes to ashes, dust to dust’’ I thought I heard,
faintly, the opening bars of ‘‘Colonel Bogey,”’
followed by a happy chuckle. I may have done, or
maybe it was the winds of the skies paying their
tribute to a gallant hero.

Except for the day-to-day chatter of girls, the
Ladies’ Powder Room at Bridle Road is now silent.
It was something of an anticlimax when one of them
turned to me a few days later and said ‘‘You know
I wasn’t really frightened. More thrilled really. I wish
my boy friend could whistle like that!’’
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19 Christmas ebb and flow (8)
22 The first Mrs. Copperfield (4)
23 His white 5 is famous! (4, 6)
24 An older gherkin (8)

25 Lear’s old man of Thermopy-
lae boiled an egg in one (4)

27 She is palindromic (3)

29 Unusually verbose, see? (7)

30 Young William that was (3, 4)

31 Milk comes frozen home in it
when icicles hang by the wall
&)

32 It is sometimes paid! (7)

34 She married Val Dartie (5)

36 Gather seven haphazardly for
a TV programme (3, 8)

37 The rascal 1 follow for Nor-
wegian lobster meat (5)

45 A nice place to live on the
level? (6, 4)

46 ‘‘Icleaned the . . . . swept the
floor, and polished up the
handle of the big front door
(HMS Pinafore) (7)

47 Such a cheque would make a
nice 38 (9, 4)

50 Thosecaves of Kubla Khan (3)

51 Athene the Maiden’s temple
®

52 A sincere form of growth (8)

53 He gave his rights away for
much less than a Christmas
dinner! (4)

55 Straight and to the point (12)

57 Nothing like Christmas din-
ners, for example (7, 5)

59 Improbable purses (4)

60 Look quietly and
change (8)

61 They are much longer these
days! (9)

63 ‘““II ne faut pas etre plus

receive

royaliste que le . .. ** (3)
65 Drop your buttonhole on the
Kop? (4, 6)

66 It’s the most you can expect
of a long skirt mother (7)

67 Ripe sienna disturbs a woman
of France (10)

68 Attractiveness of the Dutch
army (5)

69 Christmas stocking fillings,
for example, may cause them
(1D

72 Seven years married in the
film world could make you
feel it (5)

79 The love of a Cremona (7)

81 Ellis, Acton or Currer (4)

82 Ideas is not on in this form (7)

83 Loud like a cow or a river! (7)

84 ‘““For he on honey-dew hath
L)

85 French priest’s remedy (4)

86 With which a clerk can find
some of his Christmas dinner,
perhaps (8)

87 Arranges people in pairs, or
sticks by the dozen in boxes!
(5-5)

88 All the uses of Hamlet’s
world were also weary, stale,
and unprofitable. Fie on’t! (4)

91 Confined close in the end (7)

93 Begs wet or fine without
alternative arrangement for
something to eat (7-4)

94 Under which were moon-
washed apples of wonder (8)

95 Moved bales of fur (5)

96 Inviolability of disturbed city
ants (8)

97 Swedes lie about a small
white alpine flower (9)

98 Nine from my true love for
Christmas (8)

Clues Down

Spring flower (8)

He hives off to work! (8)

Wenceslas foot impression (4)

Accomplish strange realities

without it (7)

Old, this hymn (9)

In underwear I tag back one

on a line of enquiry (13)

8 Silken wool cloth (6)
9 Worker in pantomime (3)

10 Keep at it (3)

11 OId suet mixed with noise (7)

12 Gift bearer of the S variety (4)

13 They come joyful and trium-
phant (8)

14 Forelock tuggers? (8)

15 One kind of detective (8)

18 Uncommon union (5, 7)

20 Incite—with breakfast food?
(3,2

21 Thus forth in Yorkshire is
sufficient (5)

26 He just looks for mistakes
(5, 6)

28 Ventilate armour—by post
G, 4

33 This for the meringue (3, 5)
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35 But a hit on the head with it
could have the opposite effect!
4,9

38 Present at this time of the
year (9, 4)

39 Heard in 23’s song (6, 5)

40 Off the cuf (11)

41 Lug brick car around the
West End (7, 4)

42 Colourful garment (7, 4)

43 One tends to slacken it a
little at Christmas (5, 6)

44 You get what you ask for (7,4)

48 Hill spy assumes feminine
role (7)

49 Yule cat jumps around sharply
@)

54 Christmas panto villain (7, 4)

56 Film story (8)

58 Whosz plans go
2, 4,3,3)

62 Money spinner (8, 5)

64 Casual ring without a finger
(3-4)

70 Lynx toe I change to plastic (8)

71 Edentate (9)

73 Mad bangs (8)

74 See 15 across

75 When taken this does not
mean you go places (5)

76 Branch out into writing (5)

77 You can’t have this by your-
self (8)

78 Stirs it as a get-together (8)

80 Important comedy character
™

83 James Elroy (7)

84 What sweet Afton did (6)

89 It’s wrong for the horse to
run backwards (4)

90 Bridge noise (4)

92 See 5

93 Grisly end of a foxy trait (3)

adrift?

CROSSWORD WINNERS

The winners of the last
‘Contact’ crossword were:

Mrs. Margaret Brent, of
Consumer accounts, North
Wirral District.

Mrs. Ann McCallum,
Revenue Cost  Section,
Head Office.

The prizes for £2 each
are being sent to these
ladies.
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